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TRUE STORY OF THE ORIGIN OF THIS

FAMOUS WEAPON,

It T%’as Made by James Black, a
%%’ashlngton lllaek~mltb, %%’ho Had
*L Greal iRepu~*:.t]oh nn n K**l/e-
make,-, t

Ilere is the lrne story of the bowie
knife and Its inventor, 3~fi~es Hlnek.
%he narratl~’a was wrilteu by Dan ~V.
,]ont~ former governor nf Arkansas
~nd a ~,ion of.one of the oldest and
m,~st respe4"ted families of ,Xrkfln~l~
)t was wrilten original])" n.~ a chnplpr
for the novel of southwestern pioneer
lift~, "Aaron Clark," written by 111o late

I’olone) J..~. Smithee,.~a veter:m Jom’-
n,tli~t of Li~]e Rock, nx’ho, weary of
ilfe and its l]ls, sent a l)ullet crashing
through his" brain while his fellow
|ownsmel.i n.vela? t~elebr-lli/lb: t]Je untion’~
n:,ta] ~ly, ]’~2. liere is cx-Governor
Jolms" story of the origir, ~)f the bowie
knife:

James Black was bon~ in a villagQ
l~ the state of N’ew Jersey 3lay 3, "ISO0.
lli~ mother having died when he was
quite young, his father roan’led a wom-
a~a with whom James could not agree.
3t the early age of eight years he ran

~wa2 J’rom home and went to Philadel-
phla. where he was "apprenticed to a
:hanufaeturer of salver plated ware
named Henderson, an act-subsequently
approved by James’ father. At the
lime of being apprenticed James did

. nut know hls age, and Judglng from his
. slze lie was placed in /’he indenture at

eleven years. ~ome years after’ward,
.a:pon a visit to hind home after his
"father’s death, he discovered his true
xge In the family Bible, but did not
disclose the fact to his master. Conse-

¯ qm, ntly his apprenticeship expired ha
:13].’), when he Was only eighteen in-

"slt,:Id of--lwenty-on/e years old. * * *
On’returnlng to YVashinglon he open-.=,

-x-d a blacksmith shop and soon had all
;ahe work he could do. At that time

¯ )Vashlngton was a frontier settlement,
~ml n/early all the men went armed,
.~ weapon most relied upon being 1he
"-~ntfe. All klnds of elmracters wont

; -There, the most desperate of despera-
tloes as well as men of gentle mold,
=but all understood that each man must
"~ok out for hlmself. Flnf]!R~ 1he de-
pmnd /or the knives being so gr~?L
Black applled himself largely ~o manu-
~faeturlng them¯ and especially ~o Cem-
j~rlng the steel of which they were
l~ade. It soon became known that his
ignites were the besV that could be ob-
~Jnetl. nnd hls reputation spread far

:grad wide. The shape of the knife was
aPt’onlhnz to the L~ste of the person
ordering i~.~,lt being the custom for
each man to fm’nish the pattern, made
of wood or pasteboard, of the exact
size and shape of the knife wanted.
Black’s experion..e as a sliver p~ater
during his aplwentlceship enabled him
[o pJale ])is knives, eiflmr with surer
or gold, when required by the pur-
chaser, which gave 1hem an additional
(-harm and a higher price. It was his

.: r~ale, after tempering and sh ping a
.k~hlfe and before polishing It, to cut
ver~ hard wood with it. generally :’n

, old hickory ax handle whivh hnd b,’,,n
"IIS~ for a long ..l~/llP ,qlH] I:;ltl I,,’cO ,,."

.-q]aite tough and hard. This h. v.- "l

:fie for a half hour, and then if t,c
lCnife would not easily shave the hair
r~m his :rrm he would thro~ it away.
l~s knives ranged in price from ~ to
&-~,o each, the price varying according
lo t):e qua~aUty of g0]d or silver used

similar loeqlities in Bbrneo. The big
birds are large and tenller and rarely
ever t:~ke u, wing. ’1"here Is no record
of ~me ew,r bplng shot. SO shy ,’Ire they
that only a modern rifle eonhl reach
Ol)t~ t, veu if II |nell could be fonnd

cruel enough to lrtgl lhe trigger. ’Tilt*)"
anTM, however, lrappod l)y tim natives
for lh|,ir wtmt]erflll wlng fcalhe1.% o?
%vhich natllrc t’a|l pl’t)dlh’e !)1) e.qll:l) i,;

:1 feather V¢:ly. "J’h0 I:~lb, [.. ,.~ ~h,;It
full)" grown Is a,",tlt st,Yen ft~0l in
length, lie .~ht)ws 1hi I>eglnly nntl] hl.q
’d¯lll,~,~ arc ,,qn’ead "rln, n )on forget
where nud who you are. lte lives file
lift, of :t ]l:hrttlelor-Is nsotloru l)nchelor.
lie fllll:’; ;A spot ou thx" icvel earth with
Ills Wt11.k’.’~." rtllne lelI or twelve .re(’|
Stltmre n.-ar, his lmehelor ilpal, tnlents.
]lere he coln,,S frequenlly, exeel)t when Or. ]’r’~ lee. ~l.%P~.
molting, nnd disphlys his enol-mOll ~, SIIEIIIFF,z~SALI.:.

wing~, like a butte;I]y or skirt dnneer, I ny %qrtue or a wrtt of florl fnch~s, to me dl-
by erecting his w|]lg~s ol)t over past his[ realeS, l.~ned out of the Naw Jersey Co~=rs of

head. wl~es-e lho peculiar argus oy~.Chaneery wJll be sold at t~ubllcvetldue o11
are reve:|lml :~ :: dhsgmml position, at[sA~mau,~r. "/’HE SIXTEENTIt DAY (iF
which .-k,. t .... .y sl-.~," .f t~ the best[ JANUARY, NINETEEN ]]IrNDRED
off. :. !. [ AND YOUIL

P,,3’haps the best and finest of the
true pl.masm~ts are the reeveS, inhabit-
ing the ni0untnlns of China, their tail
feathers frequently reaching the e.nor-
n:ous ]englh of slx feet. They are
hardy, st,-mding any Winter *xenther
nnd nny degree of heat, never-becom-
ing quite ns tame as some Of the oth-
ers, The male bird displays his plum-
age hy swelling up and drawing in the

suppose we will hwr’e to put th.e: o~q~.
lion to N’n’tnre, and Na~’hfla her own
way at answ, e,,]fi k, questions. I have
been :irounfl In the oyster wn’~ers of
the Chesapeake bay nnd Choptnnk riv-
er for runny years nnd nm in a posltion
to say that this ls th’e natural way
of the oyster. 1 may remark paren-
thetically that this ]s one of the difficul-

--tJes we have to contend wlth, for ]n re-
bedding oysters and bunching them nn
oyster Js occasionally thrown upon its
right side and weighted so that it ean-
not turn over. ]t simply dwt~d]es
away nnd dies by degrees. Put upon
its right side the oyster ennnot )tee.
Of course there is nn explanatim~ i,)
this l’~euliarlty. The right band part
of the oyster ,shell is the top nnd mov-
able part. If the cy.~er is pat in its
nnturn] position--that is, on its left
side---it requires bat ’3 smuT/ amount of’
plkvslenl energy 1o open and raise 1he
right hnnd seetio:3 t,f lhe shell when
the oyster w;,nts~:, roe,l. P, ovc.;--e tbr
position nnd pat the oyster on the right
sil]P add n’e find nn extremely di’ftieult
|robl~m, from the oysler’s stnnd/mint.

]n order to open the shell for feeding
purposes it is neeos,¢nry for the oyster
to rai~ not only the weight of thP left
section of the shell, but its own weight
as well. ]f we reverse the natural po-
sition of the oyster, put it on its right

aJ formerly, he would order it to be
tattle like Bowie’s, whleh was tinnily
Ifl~orte~ed imo "make me n bowie
X~Ife." Thus thts f~mous weapon ae-
q~red its name. Bowie himself was
not a mechnnie of any k)’nd. Ite was

..killed in the Alamo witl~ Davy Crock-
~t. surrounded by dead .Mexicans,
whom bo had killed with that same
kpLfe.

~)rber men made knives in those’flays,
a~d they :ire still being made, but no
o~e has urn,l- the bowie’knife except
James lllnck. Its chtefest value was tn
ha temper. Bl-wk undoubtedly :.pea-
trussed the Damascus secret. It enme
16 him mysteriously, and it ,lied in the
tmm~ way.

He often told me that no one taught
hii~ the secret and that it w:t.~ impossi-
blt/ for bi~n to tell bow he acquired it.
Hid apprei~-eshiJ) only gave him ex-
perience in plaling iron n~d steel, not in
wbrking in them. I.nrge offers were
made to him for tbe seereL but be re-
fused them all. I]e w:3~ stealthily

w~-tehed In order thnt l.s processes
might be diseovere~l, b,tt Isis reputa-
tl.on for eourag: was such tlmt no xme
ai:~?’o~-,~-lled him too c]or~_-]y ,-after i;,’lng
oace warned to dr, sist--Indlnnnpol-:
tlFnt]nel

a11~’elll]b Ol ]l~]orld~ tltlemJrl.

If tbe bed-" of the ocean ]s tO be
tsmrtbetl for treasure there enn be no
more promising fields lhnn those about
the Florldn strnita. Through these as
lhrougb a gate once flowed ithe r~ches
from the mines of Peru nnd Mexico as
well aa the pearls from 1he old Pacific
fl~heries, and wbcn a storm ~truek the
mhip between the Jaws there ~ras usual-
ly a wrr,.k with no survivors, those
w.bo reached the shore to fall lute the
band.~l Of )r)dinns being more nnfort’o-
~ate than those whe]mrd in the waves.
~(~PSS It) lhe searchPl.~.-- Florida
T|me.~Union.
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Bargaini Garn]val:,.,t

SPREAD THE WONDERFUL NEWS.

]orm you that we are selling the Biggest Bargains everoffered.
Call car?),, we expect a big rush. The goods must go,.as 
do not c,are to place same with my stock.. Below is a table

~of prices that will astonish you :’,.

BAETHA’S,

A NTED.

Men’°. =.nd -’.., ... Suits and
t=~msm~

Furnishing Goods and Hats:
Usual Selling Price.

J]lq%DQt’,~-nTEllgJ re3" oY~r ..~ ~’t%~’=

at Oae, Half

L()UIS L()TT,

l erdmnt Tailor,
0a] Suit You,

HhRBO HOTEL.

Cut Fl0wers and Plants

Beautitul Blooming l:lam!~.
Artistic Floral. Emblems/’or

Funerals larranged at Short

N,,tlc ~.
Lnng l?istance Phone.

ED1YARb.% l.’hOl~’AL HALL ~O.,
lO;’~u~l~Za *:aro]tn;l= AT~nne. SonS)’=

HAVE A FEW OF TH0S. MOORE’S

HIGH-GRADE SHOES AND "
" i

- SLIPPERS LEFT.

lirar:cb Of Bce In Blgir/tsrbor City.

 _ARRIS BR0S,.’:

TDo Not Miss This Big Sale. Obtain High-Grade Merchan-

dise at Low-Grade Prices.

Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City,
New Jersey.

been invested in a solid and
re]iablebank like the~Guaran-

o

You pay exm
store ;- buy your C
Same price to ever
t)aid. We
-- . |

amount, l-rt,,, m
~are.

Like the
it work for you
be glad to
ora tiaousand. "

¯ safe
~spltal and


